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Rochester St Homebush 2140
Schod Code: 2173

Sedion 1—The School and its
Major Achievements

1.1 The Schod

Our schoal is committed to providing quality public
education to inspire children to learn, achieve and
grow. Homebush Public School bdieves primary
education is the foundation to lifelong learning.

Our schoal has provided education for children since
1885. Its three two storey buildings are
accommodated on a smal block of land. The
playground is all asphat and a covered outdoor
learning area (COLA) covers a significant amount of
themain area.

The school is located near the Homebush shopping
strip and opposite to the Homebush railway station.
Our local enrolment area covers most of Homebush
and part of Strathfield.
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1.2 TheArts

Opportunities were provided for al students to take
pat in our Education Wee& cdebrations.
Performances by the dance group and newly formed
drama group were included in a snapshot presentation.
Individual items were presented by tadented students
and a variety of dassgroups.

Children, K—6, participated in a school disco and bush
dance Both events included multicultural food
evenings. Students aso performed a range of dance
and musical items. The annual junior and senior
talent quests proved to be very popular and successul
with participants from al grades.

1.3 Sport

Our schod strongly encourages dudents to participate
in as wide a variety of sporting activities as possble.
Due to the fact that many students live in home-units
and are involved in after schod/weekend study,
schod-based sport is often the only opportunity many
students have to take pat in sport and fitness
activities.

All students in Yeas K—6, participate in weekly sport
and fitness programs. Activities include aerobics,
power waking, swimming, athletics, crosscountry
running, tennis, cricket, softball, T ball, soffcrossg,
gymnastics, hockey, volleyball, basketball, netball and
socce. Skills for each of these sports are taught in
Y ears K-6.

Our school participates in winter and summer inter-
schod (PSSA) competitions in the Western Suburbs
Zore and competes in swimming, athletics and cross
country carnivals with aher schools.  Students
represented ou schoal in the Western Suburbs Zone
Cross Country, Athletics and Netball competitiors.
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One student competed at NSW state levd in softbdl
and two students represented us in shot put and
the 8 years boys' 100m sprint at the NSW PSSA
Carnivd.

This year Homebush finished 11th overal in
swimming, 7th in cross country and 5th in athletics —
our best performances for many yeas. Staff attend
PSSA mestings to dscusstrendsin sport in aur Zone.

14 General & Specific School Initiatives
(including citizenship)

Homebush School encourages gudents to participate
in a wide variety of academic and reaeationa
activities.

Students in Years 3-6 participated in the University of
NSW English and Mathematics Competitions, with a
high number of students receiving credits and several
recaving distinctions. One Year 6 student was
awarded an Australian Mathematics Competition
Medal, which was presented to him at Parliament
House, Canberra. This award was particularly
significant since he was competing against high
schod students. One hundred and eighty-six students
paticipated in the Austraian Schods Science
Competition from Years 3—6. Forty-three dildren in
Years 56 participated in the new computers
competition.

All students took part in the school Pea Support
Program during term 2, followed by Drug Education
in term 3 and Child Protection in term 4.

During Education Week the school had open
clasgooms and a Snapshats concat, which were well
supported by the parents. The Cyberspace Program is
a new midde school (Yeas 5-8) program linking
eght Granville District schools (primary and
seondary) by the Internet. Cyberspace eters for
talented writers.

Sedion 2—Evaluation of Key
School Programs

2.1 Educational and
Evaluation

Management Practice

In an endeavour to measure our schod community’s
perception o school culture, 40% of ouwr
parents/caregivers, students in Years 5 and 6 and al
staff were surveyed. The SchoolMap survey focused
on the altures of learning, improvement, ownership
and the @mntext of the school in society.

Findings

The survey found a strong corrdation between the
atitudes of the staff, parent community and the
students in a range of areas. These include a beief
that Homebush PS:

* isacommunity of learners;
* promotes improved |earning outcomes;

* has a culture that supports a strong ownership of
the school;

» fosters bdongng and colledive responsihility;
and

* reagnises and celebrates achi evement.

In some areas there was a discrepancy between the
students' attitudes and the mmbined attitudes of the
staff and parents; which tended to be almost identical.
Some sudents felt the schod was not aways
supportive of their neads and that the school’s culture
did not fully support continuous improvement.

Future Directions

Students will be encouraged to regularly voice thar
concens and needs through norma  dassroom
procaedure as wel as the Student Representative
Council (SRC). The latter forum is open to
representatives from Years 2 — 6.

2.2 Curriculum Evaluation — Student
Learning in Community Language

Background
During 2001 the teaching staff, with the coperation
of the community language teaders, tridled the

introduction of mothertongue maintainence (MM)
classes from 8-9a.m. for Y ears 3—6 students.

Findings

Throughatt the year difficulties have arisen which
have challenged the viability of the program.
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These difficulties were primarily concerned with:
» thelatearrival of students for the dasses;
* ardativdy high rate of student absented sm;

e a deaesed proportion d Chinese students
attending, i.e. 50% of Chinese students in Years 1
and 2 attend MM cdasses, whereas only 37% in
Years 3—6 attended. However, the proportion of
Tamil students attending MM classes remained
stable at 28% throughout Y ears 1-6; and

e the failure of many students to percdve the
program as an integrd part of the airriculum.

The Tamil and Chinese @mmunity language
evauation carried out during term 3, 2001 highlighted
the neal for considerable dange throughout the
schod. The evduative process invalved three written
surveys being sent to al parents, the interviewing o
students and teaders, and a schod community
meding in November, to ensure the mmmittee gained
a thorough knowledge of the stuation. The
recmmendetions of the evaluation have formed the
basis of change for the 2002 school yesr.

Future Directions

* With a commitment to student punctuaity from
parents, the 8-9am. classes will continue to
operate for the first semester of 2002. The
program will be dosdy monitored during this
time.

e If poor punctuality continues, or inadequate
student commitment is demonstrated, the program
will be rescheduled to operate between 9a.m. and
3p.m., as exists for studentsin Years 1 and 2.

e Additional funds will be used to purchase Tamil
and Chinese mwmputer programs and resources to
extend learning opportunities and increase the
range of teaching strategies used in community
language classrooms.

*  From 2002, both Chinese and Tamil languages
will be offered to students in Years 3-6 who are
from neither Chinese nor Tamil backgrounds.

2.3 Programsto Support Learning
Technology

As part of the implementation o the new schod
reporting program, SchoolMate, clasgoom computers
have been networked throughout the school. There is
now at least one @wmputer in every dasgoom. This
complements our junior and senior computer

laboratories, each of which can acoommodate a whde
class

Each student had accessto at least two hours per week
to hissher own computer. Assgnments were
presented as a website or a multimedia presentation.
We have programs that complement many KLAS,
covering all grades from Kindergartento Y ear 6.

The latest Department of Education and Training
(DET) Computers in Schod’s Program has provided
us with 30 new Pentium 1ll computers for the senior
laboratory. The spead and quality of these mmputers
have increased the productivity of this laboratory,
with far fewer computer freeze-ups.

Internet access is proving to be aweak link in ou
communication. The instalation o a proxy server
should margindly improve our Internet access next
yea but the DET’'s network is obviously suffering
from heary communication traffic from al of its
schodls.

2.4 Equity Programs
Aboriginal Education

Aborigina history and culture is a unit of work in
Human Society and its Environment for Years 3-6.
Students in Yeas 3—4 have learnt about the impact of
european settlement on  Aborigina  culture and
lifestyle Students in Years 56 have focused on the
impact of Federation an Aborigina citizenship.

Students in Years K—6 experience aspeds of
Aboriginal culture & it rdates to crestive art and
Endish. Aborigina perspedives are applied across
therelevant key learning aress.

Multicultural Education

At Homebush Public School, 95% of the schod
population is from non-English spe&king
badkgrounds. As a school, we are @mmitted to
developing an understanding and appredation d the
diversity of cultures within the school and the wider
community. The arriculum is implemented with
sensitivity to the specific language and cultural needs
of the students, together with an awareness of isaues
concerning anti-racism and equity.

Tamil and Chinese are the predominant groups within
the school. Spedalist community language teachers
teach these languages. Multicultural education
continues to encourage involvement and support from
our ethnic communities, as well as fostering a greater
understanding and knowledge of those alltures.
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Tamil and Chinese students published various text
types, in their mother tongues, and samples of these
were presented in ou fortnightly school newsletter.

2.5 Programsto Support Students
Studentswith Disabilities

Twdve students identified with mild to moderate
support needs were provided with additiona support
through State Integration Funding. These students
were on individual programs to cater for their specific
needs.

Two teathers aides, funded through the State
Integration Program, implemented the individua
programs for students four days per week. Some
students  required oreto-one asdstance These
students were included in mainstream class adivities
and followed the schod curriculum, at their own
level, with the support of their classteachers.

Learning resources, rdlevant to the programs, were
purchased for ea student’ s benefit and progress

Student Welfare

When enrolling a child at Homebush Public School,
al parents are given a copy of our Student Welfare
Palicy. Its implementation hes helped to ensure a safe
and hedlthy learning environment for our students.
The policy provides clear guideines for students,
parents and staff through its emphasis on:

* alevdg/contrad system;
* house points reward system;

+ wedkly adievement and citizenship awards as
wel as slve and gdd awards for excdlent
standards of behaviour; and

e« morning and weekly assamblies to promote and
cdebrate student achievement.

Throughaut 2001, only one student out of our tota
student population d 520 was placed on a levd
(Refer: Student Wdfare Policy). This is a refledion of
the onsistent and effedive management skills of steff
combined with a good standard o student behaviour.
The Pea Support program and our student councill or
system have hdped to develop student leadership
skill s. These programs together with Child Protedion
have hdped to devdlop students’ awareness of ther
roles and responsibilities.

Drug Education

As in previous years, drug education was successully
implemented across Years K—6 in 2001.The focus of
drug education, as taught at Homebush PS in 2001,
was on teaching the students how to keep themselves
safe around medicines, how drugs affed themsdves
and athers as well as making decisions about drugs.
Our parents and the @wmmunity were encouraged to
discuss positive ways of enhancing the schod’s drug
education policy. A survey of teahing staff in 2001
found that the drug education poli cy was effective.

2.6 Student Performancein Literacy

This yea Homebush Public Schod again meade
literacy a key focus area.  Particular emphasis was
placed on text writing. Additional teachers were
trained in asessng students' text writing so that
assssment is consistent and uwseful for diagnostic
pUrposes.

Schooal assesgnent has own that most students have
asound gasp of the structure and d the different
types of text writing. The Basic Skills tests results
support this finding.

Year 3 Performancein Literacy

Seventy-three Year 3 students sat for the Basic Skills
Test (BST) in Literacy. Students performed slightly
above the state average for boys and grls.

Reading

Students performed significantly above the state
average in description, narration and exposition,
indicaing that there has been significant growth in
this areg particularly in comparison with 2001.
Although our students improved in the aea of
vocabulary, this areais gill one of concern.

Language

There was an improvement in oweral results in
language showing strength in speling, tense ad
punctuation. This was a marginal improvement on the
2000 results.

Year 5 Performancein Literacy
Seventy-eight Year 5 students st for the BST in

literagy. Students peformed dlightly above the state
average for boys and grls.
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Reading

Students performed wel in  aeas involving
instruction, discusson and locating information. This
is an improvement on results for 2001.  Students
achieved less wel in identifying the main idea of a
text and locating the meaning of a particular word.
This asped of the results is an improvement on those
for 2000.

Language

Students performed wel in the eéght questions
concerning spdling and pronouns. This compared
less favourably with results achieved in 2000.
Students experienced some difficulties with pluras
but still achieved overal better results than those
achieved in 2000.

The school’s results showed little or no dfference
between realing and language. The school “means’
for thelast eight years show an upward trend.

2.7 Student Performance in Numeracy

As a response to schod asssgnent data as wdl as
that provided by the BSTs, the school has had a
spedal emphasis on space and measurement. The
schod now has a wide range of resources to support
maths units with hands-on materials. Consequently
there has been an improvement in rumeracy,
particularly in spaceand measurement.

The school’s results in the BSTs dowed little or no
difference between measurement, spaceand number.
The school “means” for the last eight years dhow an
upward trend.

Year 3 Performancein Numeracy

Our students in Year 3 performed above the state
average for boys and grls.

Students performed well in number. Areas of strength
were money, multiplication, division and subtraction.
Students achieved wdl in meaurement in
temperature, mass and length. Strong responses in
space induded those questions requiring an
understanding o the properties of threedimensional
figures and graphs.

There were no questions in numeracy, where our
schod’s percentage @rred was 10 lower than the

state percentage @rred. This compares favourably
with results for 2000.

Year 5 Performancein Numeracy

Our students performed above the state average in
numeracy.

Strength was evident in rnumeracy, where students
peformed wdl in multiplication, subtraction,
addition, money, numeration and dvision. Students
also achieved wdl in measurement in the areas of
time, area, volume and length and aso in space in
guestions involving two- and threedimensional
figures, and graphs.

There were no questions where the schod’s
percentage corred was 10 lower than the state
percentage correct, as was the @sein 2000.

Sedion 3—Targets

3.1 Progresson 2001 targets
Homewor k

A K—6 homework policy was devd oped reflecting the
needs of our students and the Departmenta
Homework Policy. This was distributed to the parent
body, outlining spedfic requirements for ead grade
throughout the school.

Eledronic Asssanent and Reporting:

The Techndogy Committee sdleded the SchoolMate
program for the lledion of student assesanent data
and reporting to parents. All  staff  received
introductory training on SchoolMate during the term 3
schod deve opment day.

Assssnent data in English and mathematics
outcomes was colleded duing terms 3 and 4 on dl
students in Years K—4. During term 4, K—4 teaders
who were trained in grade groups entered their
colleded data onto the SchodMate program.

As part of their semester 2 report, Yea 2 teaders
reported to parents on Mathematics outcomes using a
SchoolM ate report.

At the beginning of 2002, K-5 teachers will begin
entering assesanent data on SchoolMate as g/llabus
outcomes and pointers are adieved by the students.
SchoolMate will generate reports for K-5 students in
Endish and mathematics. The reports will indicae
the degree of adiievement for the outcomes and
pointers covered each semester in thesetwo KLAS.
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Focus from Basic Skills Results

Whilst verb/subjed agreement, tenses and pluras
remain areas of concen, they have al improved
substantialy this year. The students' results in
inferential comprehension have dso improved. The
areas of descriptive writing and sentence structure will
continue to be a focus area for improvement next yesr.

Chinese and Tamil M othertongue M aintainence

The learning outcomes of students involved in these
programs were more dosdy monitored this yea.
Resources and technology were dso upgraded, with
the Chinese ad Tamil community language
clasgooms ead having two computers installed and
conneded to the Internet. This has enabled the
students to make use of recantly purchased programs.

3.2 Targetsfor 2002

Target 1. To improve student outcomes through
more systematic monitoring of indicators

To effedivdy implement SchodMate, a system of
continuous d ectronic assessment, during 2002.

The school will do this by:

* teachers of grades K-5 recrding oucomes and
indicaors into the School M ate program;

e generating reports in Engish and mathematics for
studentsin grades K-5; and

» utilising the information for teacher programs and
pradice

The school will know it has been successul when:

* teachers are familiar with the use and format of
SchoolMate;

e SchoolMate reports have been recdved and
understood by the parent body; and

* there is a demonstrated improvement in student
achievement of outcomes and indicators.

Target 2: To increase the general knowledge and
vocabulary of the students

To improve the general knowledge of  students

throughout the school.
The school will dothisby:

* raising the awareness of general knowledge by
having systematic quizzes based on HSIE, science
and technology (S&T) topics and current affairs;

* involving parentsin the program; and

*  purchasing resources.

To improve the vocabulary of all students by:

» vocabulary emphasis in classprograms;

e al studentsin Years five and six to have personal
diaries;

. prgviding large dassdictionaries for Years 3 — 6;
an

* linking the vocabulary and general knowledge
programs.

The school will know it has been succesful when:
o the students gened knowledge has

improved, as measured by responses to pre-
tests of HSIE and S&T topics;

e students devdop the ability to put current
affairsin appropriate mntexts; and

* student outcomes are improved in non-fiction
text types.

Target 3: Environmental Education

To begin the implementation o an Environmental
Educaion policy from Kindergarten to Year 6.

The school will dothisby:

» forming an Environmenta Education committeg

e training staff;

e including Environmental Education in dass
programs, K — 6; and

» designing a project on the school grounds.

The school will know it has been succesul when:

* the Environmenta  Education policy is
functionall y incorporated into teachers’ programs;
and

* dtudents demonstrate their understanding of
environmentad  isaues through their specified
proj ects.

Sedion 4—School Features

4.1 School Enrolment and Attendance Profile

Homebush Public School has maintained its
maximum capacity of eghteen classes. The year
concluded with an enrolment of 520 students. Local
students acount for 73% of the total school
population. At the end o semester one, 94.5% were
from language backgrounds other than English
(LBOTE). A total of 29 language badkgrounds are
represented among ou students. Fifty per cent of
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students ek Tamil; 20.5% speak Chinese 4%
speak Korean and 3% spesk Tongan. An additiond
7% spek othe languages from the Indian sub-
conti nent.

From the second week of semester one, a total of 47
students enrolled and 16 Ieft the schod (up to July
2001.) Seventy-four percent of primary students
complete their primary yeas at this <hod. Fifty-three
per catt of thetotal enrolments aremale. In Y ears

K—4, males account for 44% of the student population.
This proportion increasesto 61% in years 5 and 6.

Semester 1 Attendance Rates
‘-School B District Ostate ‘
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4.2 Structure of Classes

The students were organized into fourteen paralld
cdases and four composite dasss. A mgority of
males in the senior school necessitated an all boys 5/6
composite dass

Tamil and Chinese background students in Years 1-6
recéved two hours of instruction from 89am. The
community language teachers deve oped the programs
around Mothertongue Maintenance guiddines. These
teachers also take small groups of students from non-
English spesking backgrounds, in Years 1-6, for
vocabulary devdlopment, comprehension  skills,
reading and text writing.

4.3 Staffing

*  Principd

* Asdstant principals (two)

*  Exeative teachers (two)

*  Clasgoom teachers (fourtean)
* Teacher librarian

* ESL (thred

* Rdeaseteacher (0.756)

o Part-timeteader (0.8)

*  Support teatder (0.4)

*  Chinese community language teacher
e Tamil community language teacher

» Clerica assistants (2.6)

e Full-time general assstant

4.4 Parent and Caregiver Involvement and
Participation

Parents and community members continue to be
actively involved in the devdopment of school
programs. There is increased family and community
participation in spedal days and events such as open
days, school picnics, dances and medings. The
library, together with the STLD andilntegration
programs, have dl greatly benefited from a close
working re aionship with parents.

The Parents and Citizens' Association (P&C) has
committed itself to supporting and providing
resources for various <hool initiatives. Its
contribution o $11 400 towards reading assessment
and techndogy hardware has asssted the school in
providing quality resources for our students. The P&C
also provides a forum for parents and the wmmunity
to become avare of school programs. Parents have
participated in surveys to evauate and improve the
Chinese and Tamil Mothetongue Maintenence
programs.

The Schoal Council played a lealing role in the
continued cooperation between various community
groups and the school for mutual benefit. Parents
attended student progress meetings with dassroom
and support teachers, as well as P&C medings, to
develop functional student progressreports.

4.5 Community Use of School Facilities

A wide variety of community groups, including
sporting, dancing, drama and various culturd
organizaions, made use of various <hool fadlities
during the year, with the schod earning over $8 490
from hall renta to these groups. This money was
spent on teaching resources.

The Rusdan and Tamil language schools have
continued using the school dassooms during
weekends.
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The standard of care echibited by some of the groups
last year was of concern. Medings between the schod
facilities committee and exeative of the Russan and
Tamil language schods were hdd in February and
June to clarify conditions of use of the schod and to
improve @mmunication between the groups.

4.6  Financial Statement Summary

This simmary covers funds for operating costs from
1 Decenber 2000, and dass nat involve ependiture
areas such as <laries, buildings and magjor
mai ntenance

Date of Financial Summary 20/11/01
Income $
Balance brought forward 132 144.91
Global funds 160 594.40
Tied Funds 43547.34
School & community sources 143 704.63
Interest 5707.00
Trust receipts 3212.57
Total Income 356 755.94
Expenditure

Teaching & learning 27426.21
Library 13 342.26
Training & Development 13603.97
Tied Funds 23570.19
Casual relief teachers 52 547.21
Administration & office 107 397.84
Utilities 27 812.73
Maintenance 23563.27
Trust Accounts 3127.98
Capital programs 17 314.71
Total expenditure 361 334.21
Balance carried forward 127 566.64

Voluntary School Contributions

The amount set by the school’s community for the
annual voluntary school contribution is:

YeasK—6, $36 per student
Principal’s Comment

A full copy of the school' s 2001 financid statement is
available from the schoal.

Within redlistic budgetary constraints, the schod is
continuing to provide appropriate quality resources for
teaching and learning.

Acaumulated funds have been dlocated for
upgrading/replacing expensive technology and library
resources over the next three years, together with the
construction d another COLA during the summer
vagation.

4.7 About ThisReport

The sdf-evduation committee has gathered
information from evaluations conducted during the
yea, analysed aher information about the schodl’s
pradices and student learning outcomes and
synthesised it in this report. Targets have been
determined for the school’ s future devel opment.

Members of the schod sdf-evauation committee
included:

Gabridle Allan-Smith, Exeaitive Teacher

Sdllathurai Parimalanathan, Parent Representative
Daryl Jacobs, Chief Education Officer

Ron Williamson, Principa

Public Meding

The schod will hdd a speda meeting to dscuss the
contents of this report in the school library at 7.30pm
on Tuesday, 12 February 2002. Y ou are encouraged to
come to dscuss the information contained in this
report.

Ron Williamson
Principal

The district Chief Education Offica provided
guidance to the schod during the sdf-evauation
process The mntents of the annua report have been
vaidated by the Chief Education Officer.

Daryl Jacobs
Chief Education Officer
Granville

Targets contained in the report have been endorsed by
the District Superintendent. The targets are used to
facilitate district planning and alocation o district
resources

Diane Wassn
District Superintendent
Granville
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